
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON 

TARIFFS AND TRADE 

CONFERENCE AND SECRETARIAT ACCOMMODATION 

Note by the Executive Secretary 

1. In June of this year I informed the Council of the increasing difficulties 
which were experienced in regard to the provision of suitable conference 
accommodation. (Document C/w/59-) 

2. I further informed the Council that I had reached the conclusion that action 
could no longer be delayed and that I intended to ask the CONTRACTING PARTIES at 
their next session to consider the construction of a GATT headquarters building 
at Geneva, providing for the necessary conference accommodation in addition to 
office space for the secretariat. 

3. Finally, I informed the Council that the only alternative to'this solution 
would appear to be to abandon Geneva as a suitable site for the headquarters of 
GATT and examine possibilities elsewhere, and I invited the contracting parties 
to consider what possibilities existed in this direction, so that the CONTRACTING 
PARTIES could consider both alternatives at the same time. 

4. The Council subsequently authorized studies of the questions referred to in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 above. 

5. The present document contains my tentative proposals regarding a conference 
and secretariat building based on a preliminary study by the secretariat. The 
secretariat has been guided and assisted on the technical and architectural 
aspects of the matter by Mr. A. Bordigoni, Architecte S.I.A., Diplômé E.P.F., 
Président de la Commission des Monuments et des Sites, who was engaged as a. 
consulting architect and who is the author of the plans attached to this document. 

6. The building as presently conceived consists of two parts, i.e. a conference 
wing and a secretariat building. The conference wing provides for three large 
conference rooms and a number of smaller rooms, together with all necessary 
ancillary facilities. This conference accommodation would make the organization 
completely independent of outside sources and would ensure the availability of 
appropriate conference facilities at any time during the year. In the secretariat 
building office space would be available for a staff of 375, i.e. an initial 
strength of 250 plus 50 per cent reserve for further growth. Structurally the 
building could be further extended either horizontally or vertically, as indicated 
on the plans. An explanatory note by the architect is attached. 
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7. The plans which are now put before the Council merely constitute a 
preliminary study, aiming at giving the Council an idea of the scope and 
magnitude of the undertaking together with its financial implications. They 
do not pretend to be the last word on the shape and form of the future head
quarters building. Indeed, if and wh.n the CONTRACTING PARTIES decide on the 
construction of such a building they may wish to consider, at that time, 
whether or not an architects' competition should be held before adopting final 
plans. 

8. As to the financing of the project, in order to cover the total cost of 
approximately $10, COO,000 various methods could be considered, but most likely 
the bulk of the funds would have to be raised either through a bank loan or 
through government loans (including the possibility of a GATT bond issue at 
low interest). Annex II to this note shows the annual charges to the budget 
at various rates of interest and based on reimbursement of such loans spread 
over twenty-five years. Annex III shows the annual share of each contracting 
party based on the 1964 scale of contributions. 

9- Whilst the construction of a permanent headquarters building would initially 
be costly, I am satisfied that in the long run it would prove a sound financial 
investment, avoiding the very heavy rental payments which would otherwise become 
necessary over the years. At present commercial rates the rental of office 
space equivalent to that provided for in the projected building would amount to 
$130,000 per annum (inclusive of charges for heating, electricity, maintenance, 
etc.), while the rental figure for the equivalent conference accommodation 
would be $90,000. (The latter figure is in a sense academic as no adequate 
conference accommodation is available, which is in fact at the origin of the 
present proposals. Without its own conference accommodation the secretariat 
would have to-continue to improvise, which most likely would result in even 
higher cost.) In this connexion it should also be borne in mind that if the 
organization disposed of its own conference and secretariat building a certain 
amount of income would be derived from letting space to outside bodies. 

10. The total figure of $10,000,000 does not include the purchase of the 
necessary landv 

11. If the CONTRACTING PARTIES should decide that they would like to see the ; 
organization's permanent quarters established in Geneva a formal approach would 
have to be made at that time to the Federal and Cantonal authorities in order 
to obtain their agreement. The question of a suitable site, and the conditions 
on which the land would be made available, could Only be discussed when such 
agreement had been obtained. 

12. As regards the time factor, the architect has stated that the actual 
construction of the building would take four years. Preliminaries and preparation 
of detailed plans and specifications would take another year. If an architects' 
competition were to be held, yet another year would have to be added. The total 
period involved, counting from the date on which a final decision is reached, 
would, therefore, be between five and six years. 
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13. The Council is invited to consider the matter and to recommend that the 
CONTRACTING PARTIES, at their twenty-first session in February 1964, take a 
firm decision on the construction of a new building and on its dimensions, 
and request the Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration to examine 
and report on methods of financing the pro.ject. 

14. The Council is also invited to recommend that the CONTRACTING PARTIES 
at that time decide whether or not they would wish an architects' competition 
to be organized. 

15- Finally, the Council- is invited to recommend that the CONTRACTTNG PARTIE 
authorize the Executive Secretary to enter into tentative discussions with the 
Federal and Cantonal authorities with a view to obtaining their agreement to 
the establishment of the permanent headquarters of the organization in Geneva 
and to their providing a suitable site for the organizations' conference and 
secretariat building should the CONTRACTING PARTIES decide on the erection of 
such a building at Geneva. 
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ANNEX I 

Historical Background 

Accommodation -

At the close of the Havana Conference in May 1948 the small group of 
officials which formed the secretariat of ICITO worked for a short time 
at the United Nations headquarters at Lake Success. It moved to the 
Palais des Nations in Geneva in August 1948. At that time the staff 
consisted of the Executive Secretary and six officers. 

In 1952 the United Nations provided premises for the expanding secretariat 
of ICITO/GATT in the Villa Le Chêne. The Villa Le Chêne comprised 
approximately twenty offices and the total staff at- that time numbered 
thirty-one. ..-•----• .- •--—-_•• •---- ....... 

In December 1954 the Geneva authorities took over the Villa Le Chêne 
from the United Nations and provided in exchange the Villa Le Bocage, to which 
the secretariat moved in 1955. In its original form the Villa Le Bocage 
provided twenty-eight offices, and the staff in 1955 numbered thirty-seven. 

In November 1956 the CONTRACTING PARTIES authorized the construction of a 
new wing to the Villa Le Bocage, which was completed late in 1957- The new 
wing added sixteen offices, plus the library and store-room. A further 
transformation of part of the basement of the Villa Le Bocage took place in 
1959 and yielded another four offices. 

Finally, in November i960, the CONTRACTING PARTIES authorized the 
construction of the Annexe, which was finished on 1 August 1961 and consists 
of forty-nine offices (counting the meeting room in the Annexe as two offices). 
At present the secretariat therefore disposes of a total of ninety-seven offices, 
a library and a roneo room. 

Growth of the secretariat 

1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 

7 
15 
15 
26 
31 
35 
35 
37 
44 

1957 
1958 
1959 
I960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 

45 
53 
64 
71 
106 
110 
114 
130 
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Annual charges to the budget at various rates of interest and based on 
reimbursement of a loan of US$10,000,000 spread over twenty-five years. 

Rates of interest Annuities Total amount of interest 
over 25 years 

1& 

2% 

1$ 

3 im 
J¥ 
3 3/4$ 

k% 

*¥ 

US$482,634 

US$512,204 

US$542,759 

US$574,279 

US$590,393 

• • • US$606,740 

US$623,317 

US$640,120 

US$674,400.-

US$2,065,850 

US$2,805,100 

US$3,568,975 

US$4,356,975 

US$4,759,825 

US$5,168,500 

US$5,582,925 

US$6,003,000 

US$6,860,000 
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ANNEX IIl/ANNEXE III 

This Annex shows the share of each individual contracting party in the 
annuity payments listed in Annex II. 

Shares have been calculated in accordance with percentages valid for 
the 1964 scale of contributions. They are listed for interest rates of 
2, 3_'and 4 per cent. 

Current contributions would be increased by the amounts indicated 
(depending on the applicable rate of interest). They would constitute, of 
course, only one of the new elements of the increased expenditure budget. 
Further increases would occur on such budget items as Established Posts, 
Common Staff Costs, Common Services (Electricity, Water Supply, Heating, 
Insurance Premiums, Maintenance Expenditure, etc.) and Permanent Equipment. 

La présente annexe indique la part de chaque partie contractante dans 
les annuités qui figurent à l'annexe II. 

Les parts ont été calculées d'après les pourcentages qui ont servi à 
établir le barème des contributions pour 1964, en prenant comme hypothèses 
des taux d'intérêt de 2, 3 et 4 pour cent. 

Les contributions actuelles seraient majorées des sommes indiquées 
(qui dépendent du taux d'intérêt applicable). Ces sommes ne constitueraient 
bien entendu qu'un des nouveaux éléments d'un budget de dépenses accru. 
D'autres augmentations affecteraient des postes budgétaires tels que personnel 
permanent, dépenses communes de personnel, services communs (électricité, eau, 
chauffage, assurances, dépenses d'entretien, matériel, etc.). 
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Contracting Parties 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Burma 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Central African Republic 
Ceylon 
Chad 
Chile 
Congo (Brazzaville) 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Czechoslovakia 
Dahomey 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
Finland 
Prance 
Gabon 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ghana 
Greece 
Haiti 
India 
Indonesia 
Israel 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Kuwait 
Luxemburg 
Madagascar 
Mauritania 
Malaysia 
Netherlands, Kingdom of the 
New Zealand 

2$ Annuity 
US dollars 

10,313 
5,788 

16,391 
5*963 
2,614 

-

26,549 
-

2,614 
-

2,614 
-

2,725 
-

9,051 
-

7,629 
2,614 
4,742 

31,076 
-

50,901 
2,614 
2,614 

-

7,856 
3,113 
2,614 
20,514 
2,614 

20,979 
2,818 
2,614 

-
-

3,527 
23,394 
3,511 

Jfo Annuity 
US dollars 

11,564 
6,490 
18,380 
6,686 
2,929 

-

29,769 
-

2,929 
-

2,929 
-

3,056 
-

10,149 
-

8,554 
2,929 
5,318 
34,844 

-

57,075 
2,929 
2,929 

-

8,810 
3,491 
2,929 
23,002 

2,929 
23,520 
3,160 

2,929 
-
-

3,955 
26,230 
3,937 

k% Annuity 
US dollars 

12,891 
7,234 
20,487 
7,454 
3,263 

-

33,185 
-

3,263 
-

3,263 
-

3,407 
-

11,313 
-

9,536 
3,263 
5,928 
38,842 

-
63,624 
3,263 
3,263 

-

9,820 
3,891 
3,263 
25,630 
3,263 
26,222 
3,522 
3,263 

-
-

4,408 
29,241 

4,389 
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Contracting Parties 

Nicaragua 
Nigeria, Federation of 
Norway-
Pakistan 
Peru . . 
Portugal 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Federation of 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
South Africa, Republic of 
Spain 
Sweden 
Tanganyika 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Turkey 
Uganda 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

United States of America 
Upper Volta 
Uruguay 

Associated Governments 

Argentina 
Cambodia 
Poland 
Switzerland 
Tunisia 
United Arab Republic 
Yugoslavia 

Total 

- 2# Annuity % Annuity " V/S Annuity 
US dollars US dollars US dollars 

2,6l4 
5,409 
2,614 
2,614 
3,243 
2,614 
2,614 

6,362 
3,992 

12,359 
2,614 
2,614 
2,614 

2,929 
6,066 
2,929 
2,929 
3,636 
2,929 
2,929 

7,133 
4,476 

13,855 
2,929 
2,929 
2,929 

3,263 
6,762 
3,263 
3,263 
4,053 
3,263 
3,263 

7,951 
4,990 

15.445 
3,263 
3,263 
3,263 

64,351 72,155 80,434 
81,875 91,804 102,338 

2,614 2,929 3,263 

5,265 

6,874 
10,153 
2,614 
2,614 
3,201 

5,903 

7,707 
11,385 

2,929 
2,929 
3,589 

6,581 

8,591 
12,690 
3,263 
3,263 
4,001 

512,204 -574,279 640,120 



PRELIMINARY PLAN OF CONFERENCE AND 
SECRETARIAT BUILDING FOR GATT 

GENERAL REPORT AND PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATES 

1. PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN 

The draft plan has been drawn up in relation to a hypothetical site since 
none has yet been selected. 

We have selected a gently sloping site facing south or south-east with 
two access roads, north and south. Such a site might be found in the future 

I international zone which is being established at Geneva. It would have the 
advantage of enabling the building to be well orientated, with excellent views 
of Lake Leman and Mont Blanc. 

The lay-out as shown in tht- mods.!, provides for driveways leading to 
the main entrances, parking areas and service entrances which take advantage 
of differences in level so as to give direct access to the lower floors. 

It should be noted that apart from the parking areas shown in the model, 
there would be space for a large underground garage for several hundred, cars 
under the vacant plot between the drive leading to the conference building 
and that leading to the secretariat building. 

We have shown lawns, trees and shrubs to form a courtyard in front of the 
entrance to the conference building, and green parkland on the conference 
room side. 

2. ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT 

I 
This preliminary plan shows two buildings of different conceptions: 

A. Conference building: 

This consists of a raised ground floor of sufficient height to allow 
for a mezzanine floor reserved for special purpose premises and ancillary 
offices. 

The building comprises one- conference room to seat 500 persons and two 
conference rooms for 250 persons each, leading off a hall and lobby. 
These would take up the full height of the ground floor. 

Adjoining, on two floors, are lounges, rest rooms and all the 
reception facilities required for meetings. 
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The main entrance to the building, with several doorways, faces on 
to a courtyard planted with an avenue of trees. 

The building stands on a lower ground floor and basement which, 
taking advantage of the level differential envisaged, are provided with 
a separate side entrance, and comprise cloakrooms and various facilities. 

On the façade, from which there are extensive views of the park and 
beyond, the various conference room units are clearly distinguishable. 

B. Secretariat building; 

This stands at right angles to the conference building and comprises 
five office floors over a ground floor accessible on the same level 
through a spacious hall at the end of which is the main staircase. 

The hall is connected with the hall of the conference building, 
while being separated by the staircase which should be conceived as an 
open-plan and decorative feature. 

This building,like the conference building, comprises a lower ground 
floor and basement which, taking advantage of the level differential, 
accommodate service units, with direct lighting, together with all the 
premises necessary for heating and air-conditioning installations, etc. 

We have attempted to provide for horizontal passage-ways as well as 
for vertical access by staircases, one or more lifts and service lifts. 
Service units such as cloakrooms, lavatories, etc., are provided for 
nearby. 

The ground floor and five upper floors would each house- some- f-i-fty-
offices so that, on the assumption of a modulus of 1.25 metres width per 
unit (axis-to-axis), clearly marked on the façade, the available office 
space would be: 

2 space units 1 person 13.80 square metres 
3 space units 2 persons 21.00 square metres 
4 space units 4 persons 28.00 square metres. 

Lurss offices for senior officials and directors, offices for 
secretaries, and special premises for the library, rest rooms, etc., 
would obviously differ from the standard offices in number of space 
units and floor space. 
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We believe that these basic ideas would give a "curtain façade" 
architecture but we consider that, as in the case of the conference 
building, the façade should leave apparent the principal features -
halls, staircases and special premises. This would avoid the monotony 
which is often criticized in so-called modern architecture. 

3. TYPE OP CONSTRUCTION 

Very briefly summarized, the broad principles of the construction would 
be as follows. 

The skeleton would be of reinforced concrete or steel, with internal 
seatings. The division into offices would be as flexible as possible, 
comprising moveable partitions and ceilings of insulating materials. 

As stated above, the façades could be conceived as "curtain façades", but 
with two possible solutions: 

A. with visible struts, filled in with light materials and aluminium 
facings. 

B. with "curtain façade" elements, completely independent from the 
struts, with the same system of filling in as under A. 

This concept of the skeleton, facing and filling would permit an extensive 
use of prefabricated units. 

The technical installations would, in addition to essential apparatus 
for vertical communications, include sanitary and lighting installations, 
complete air-conditioning, together with all the usual installations for 
electric power, fire-fighting equipment, telephone exchange with telex and an 
adequate number of telephone booths conveniently located in relation to the 
halls and lobby. 

In a summary report like this one cannot go into the detail of the lay-out 
and facilities. We have not mentioned or costed certain special instal
lations, e-g. for simultaneous interpretation, which can vary considerably 
in concept and cost. 

In summary, we believe that the following estimates would permit the 
whole building to be constructed on r. sound basis and with equipment well 
suited to the requirements of an organization such as GATT. 

In addition to the information, cubic volume of construction envisaged, 
etc. mentioned under the heading "ESTIMATES", the gross office space would be 
as follows, excluding passageways and communication areas and other service 
premises: 

A. Basement: workshops - storage 720 sq.m. 
B. Lower ground floor: workshops and technical services 1>^70 sq.m. 
C. Main ground floor: general services and cafeteria 1,100 sq.m. 
D. First floor: offices, including library 1,160 sq.m. 
E. Second, third, fourth, fifth floors: offices 5,^50 sq.m. 

Total office space for secretariat building: 9,900 sq.m. 
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We have not indicated the floor space for the conference building; it would 
correspond to the usual standards for the estimated number of persons using the 
conference rooms. 

4. ESTIMATE OF COST ENVISAGED 

This estimate is based on volume of construction, according to prices at 
present prevailing in Geneva for similar constructions. 

As stated above, the estimate would cover the building completed as to 
internal division and fixed installations, but of course without taking into 
account special itt_ms of furniture and certain highly specialized 
installations which might be required. 

We have, however, tried to estimate the expenditure which would have to 
be envisaged for essential furniture for the secretariat offices. 

As regards the furniture which is to be part of the permanent equipment of 
the conference rooms, for instance, it is very difficult to .estimate the cost 
without proceeding further in the studies. We consider, however, that the 
price per cubic metre indicated below ought to cover such furniture, together 
with the standard fixed equipment for simultaneous interpretation. 

A. Conference Building; 

29,000 square metres at fr. 450 = fr. 13,050,000 

Adjoining premises and Lobby: 

12,000 square metres at fr. 300 = fr. 3,600,000 

B. Secretariat Building; 

56,000 square metres at fr. 350 = fr. 19,600,000 

C. Essential furnishings for secretariat; = fr. 85O1OOO 

Total_ = fr. 37,100i000_ 

Concluding this estimate, we believe that having regard to the fact that 
this plan is not to be carried out in the immediate future, it would be wise 
to provide for the financing of such a construction operation on the basis of 
a budget of: 

fr. 40,000,000 
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On the other hand, we have noted the matter of possible extension if 
such proved necessary. Two alternative solutions are indicated on plan No 

A. the addition of two floors to the secretariat building, which 
would represent a construction volume of 15,500 square metres 
and office space of 2,150 square metres. 

B. construction of an extension to the secretariat building. 
This alternative would involve 21,000 cubic metres of additional 
construction but would of course provide 40 per cent more office 
space than alternative A, i.e. 3»000 square metres more. 

Geneva, 28 November 1963-

A. B0RDIG0NI 

% 



PROJET D'UN BATIMENT DESTINE AUX CONFERENCES 

ET AU SECRETARIAT DU G. A. T. T. 

NOMENCLATURE 

SOUS-SOL 
PLAN N° 1 : 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

V 

ARCHIVES 

MATERIEL CONFERENCES 

ATELIERS 

DEPOT MATERIEL 

CONDITIONNEMENT D'AIR 

CHAUFFAGE 

TOILETTES 

VESTIAIRES 

ARCHIVES 

CONFERENCE SUPPLIES 

WORKSHOPS 

STORE-ROOM 

AIR CONDITIONING 

HEATING 

TOILETS 

CLOAKROOMS 

REZ INF. 
PLAN N° 2 : 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

T 

V 

ENTREE SECOND.CONFERENCES 

COUVERT POUR. VOITURES 

TOILETTES DELEGUES 

INFIRMERIE 

VESTIAIRES DELEGUES 

STANDARD.CENTRAL.TELESCRIPT 

DEPOTS 

ECONOMAT 

REPRODUCT.DOCUMENTS 

DISTRIB.ENREGISTR.EXPED. 

ENTREES DE SERVICE 

TOILETTES 

VESTIAIRES 

ADDIT.ENTRANCE-CONF.WING 

COVERED CAR PARK 

DELEGATES' TOILETS 

MEDICAL SERVICE 

DELEGATES'- CLOAKROOMS 

.TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 

STORE-ROOMS 

ECONOMAT 

REPRODUCT.OF DOCUMENTS 

DISTRIB.REGISTRY,DESPATCH 

SERVICE ENTRANCE. 

TOILETS 

CLOAKROOMS 



REZ-DE-CH. 
PLAN N° 3 

CONFERENCES : 

SECRETARIAT : 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

T 

V 

ENTREE DES DELEGUES 

SALLE DES PAS-PERDUS 

SALLE 500 DELEGUES 

SALLES 250 DELEGUES 

SALON 

SALLES ANNEXES 

BAR 

VITRINES 

INFORMATION 

BANQUE 

RECEPTION.HUISSIER 

POSTE T.T. 

VOYAGES.JOURNAUX 

ENTREE SECRETARIAT 

HALL 

HUISSIER DU SECRETARIAT 

SALON D'ATTENTE 

REPOS DU PERSONNEL 

REFECTOIRE DU PERSONNEL 

CUISINE & SERVICES 

RESERVE ALIMENTAIRE 

BUREAU CHEF 

TOILETTES 

VESTIAIRES 

DELEGATES' ENTRANCE 

LOBBY 

CONFER.ROOM-500 DELEG. 

CONFER.ROOMS-250 

LOUNGE 

SMALL CONFERENCE ROOMS 

BAR 

SHOV CASES 

INFORMATION 

BANK 

RECEPTION-MESSENGERS 

POST OFFICE 

TRAVEL-NEVSPAPERS 

SECRETARIAT ENTRANCE 

HALL 

MESSENGERS-SECRETARIAT 

WAITING ROOM 

STAFF REST ROOM 

STAFF CAFETERIA 

KITCHEN, ETC 

FOOD STORE-ROOM 

OFFICE-CAFETERIA SUPERVIS. 

TOILETS 

CLOAKROOMS 

1er.ETAGE 

PLAN N° 4 

SECRETARIAT 1 HALL 

2 BIBLIOTHEQUE 

3 DISPONIBLE 

4 CHEF 

1-50 BUREAUX PR.l OU 2 PERS, 

HALL 

LIBRARY 

VACANT 

OFFICE-CHIEF OF DIVISION 

OFFICES FOR 1 AND 2 PERS. 



1er.ETAGE (suite) 

PLAN N° 4 

CONFERENCES : 5 

6 

7 

T 

V 

BUREAUX CONFERENCES 

GALERIE 

SALONS 

TOILETTES 

VESTIAIRES 

CONFERENCE OFFICES 

GALLERT 

LOUNGE 

TOILETS 

CLOAKROOMS 

2-3-4 ft 5 ETAGES 

PLAN N° 5 ; 1 

2 

3 

T 

V 

HALL 

SALLE OU AGRANDISST. 

DISPONIBLE PR.BUREAUX 

TOILETTES 

VESTIAIRES 

HALL 

HALL FOR ADDIT.OFFICES 

AVAILABLE FOR OFFICE SPACE 

TOILETS 

CLOAKROOMS 
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